TESTIMONY: 


B Y T H E 


ASSOCIATE SYNOD againſt the 
legal Encouragement lately given tg 
POPERY: ? 3 


TOGETHER WITH 
An ACT of Tus SYNOD 


j > P20 þ 


= 


, 


7 - 


* |; "IA 4 * * hs , 
* A ad WC th 
ü | 0 
. | A N 
* 


TE STI M ON * 
; S772 E 
| ASSOCIATE sro. 
AGAINST THE 
LEGAL ENCOURAGEMENT. 
- 5 LATELY GIVEN TO 
p © 5 E R Y? 
TOGETHER von 
' MIT Ax ACT os Tas SYNOD 
| FOR A : 
PUBLIC FAST. 
| EDINBURGH: 
rip by NR III and Connant. 
2 


105 / 


[4 


* 
- = 
Fa * 
\ 


* 


a 


4 wt 


A TxsTIMONY bs che Asch 
SyNoD, againſt the Legal En- 
couragement lately given o 
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In the New Church at Croſe-cauſeway near 


Edinburgh; the Tewenty-/eventh day 
of Aus r, One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſcrenty-cight years. 


HE Synod having been led out, 
in the courſe of Divine Provi- 
dence, to diſplay a judicial and public 
Teſtimony for the Reformation in Bri- 
tain and Ireland, both from Paper and 
Prelacy, and againſt the various acts 
of Church and State inconſiſtent with 
the ſaid glorious Reformation: They 
reckon themſelves bound in duty to 
God, to the people under their inſpec- 
tion, to this generation and to poſterity, 
and in conſequence of different over- 


tures for that purpoſe having been laid 
before them, —to teſtify againſt the 


Countenance which appears to be given 
to the TY religion; by an Act ſome 


time 
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time ago paſſed in the Britiſh Parliament, 
intitled, An Ad for better regulating the 
government of QUEBEC,—in which is 
granted to Roman Catholic Prieſts, a 
legal maintenance and ſupport, through 
that large and extenſive province :— 
And more particularly by an Act paſſed 


in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, for 


repealing certain penal laws againſt ö 
Papiſts in England ; and permitting 
them the exerciſe of their reli gion, 
upon ſwearing an oath therein con- 
tained: As hereby a door is opened for 
the ſpreading of antichriſtian Idolatry 
and ſuperſtition ; —while liberty is 
nted for Popiſh Biſhops, Prieſts and 
Jeſuits, not only to exerciſe their reli- 
gion publicly il reſtraint by law; 
but alſo co diſſeminate and propagate 
their execrable and wicked principles 
| throughout the kingdom, — by openly 
erecting ſchools for that pepe and 

other ways. | 
Tux confider the faid act as in- 
conſiſtent, both with the principles of 
our Holy Religion, and the ſafety of the 
civil State; and as having a tendency 
to weaken the Proteſtant intereſt, - by 
reviving and ſtrengthening a Popiſh 
cio: the 1 e enemies 5 | 
| the 
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-the Proteſtant religion and liberties x. :& 
After all the diſmal experience which 


the three kingdoms have had of the 


cruelties and miſchiefs ariſing from 


their perniciqus and intolerant prin- 
ciples, —plots, conſpiracies and rebel- 
lions; and notwithſtanding the zealous 
efforts of our worthy Anceſtors, for 


aboliſhing that fyſtem of Idolatry,— - 
and their 3 care, amidſt num- 


berleſs difficulties, to provide againſt it. 
Tux enacting ſuch a law age 75 
ſider as inconſiſtent with che d 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant * = 
trary to the laws of Gad, preatly diſ- 
honouring to the Redeemer : And as 
a further progreſs in 21 public and 
national Apoſtaſy from the Reformation 
which Britain, and eſpecially Scotland, 
had bound themſelyes by the moſt ſos 
lemn Oaths and 5 for ever to 
maintain; and which are of perma- 
nent and indiſpenſable obligation. 
Tux Synod are not hereby receding, 
in the leaſt, from their declared prin- 
ciples of Allegianceand Layalty : They 
perſevere in an unifarm and ſteady ad- 
herence to our preſent Civil {dt 
ment, and. in a conſcientious ſubjec- 
tion to it in all lawful commands: They 
| ee 
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acknowledge, with thankfulneſs to the 
Lord, the civil and religious Hberty 
they enjoy under it: They entertain a 
dutiful affeion to our Sovereign King 
- GxoRGE ; and haye a Albngvilheg 
concern for maintaining the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion 1 in the family of Hanover. 
ITE Synod deteſt the principle of 
perſecution for conſcience-ſake ; or of 
denying the enjoyment of natural 
rights, to fuch whoſe principles or 
practices are not inconſiſtent with the 
peace and order of civil ſociety. But 


they cannot conſider thoſe who own, 


unlimited fubjection to a foreign Head, 

namely, the Roman ANTICHRIST,— 
who believe in the Infallibility of a 
Church, which has decreed it lawful 
to keep no faith with thoſe whom they 
call Heretics, - who believe in the power 
of the Pope to abſolve them from all 


Allegiance to Princes, and in the doc- . 


trine of papal Diſpenſations or jeſuiti- 
cal Equivocations,—and whoſe known 
principles are deſtructive to the civil 
and religious rights of mankind ; 
they can never conſider ſuch perſons as 


intitled to ſuch public favour, —or that 


they can be viewed as good ar faithful 
8 of any Proteſtant State, not- 


withſtanding 


withſtandin g any oaths they can ſwear 


to the contrary. On account of the 


Idolatry, Blaſphemy and perſecuting I 


Cruelty inſeparable from that religion, 


o they give this Teſtimony * 4 


it. 


Tuxr are alarmed at che general in- 


difference and ſecurity among all ranks 


about Religion; and cannot therefore 


be filent in this critical and dangerous 
time : They muſt warn their people and 
their fellow ſubjects to be on their 
guard, againſt the infection of the looſe 
principles and practices of this age; 
to be zealous for the preſervation of 
their valuable religion and liberties, — 

and to endeavour, in their ſeveral ſta- 
tions, to oppoſe the progreſs of Popiſh 
abominations ;—and that they would 


uſe all lawful and competent means, 
to prevent (if the Lord will) any ſuch 


law ever being extended to Scotland, 


 Extrafted by 


James Mori80N, Syn. Cl. 
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king into conſideration the preſent 
on WE. ſtate of things in this 
tion; the various evidences of the Lord's 
anger, and the 
tions abounding among all: they judge the 
exerciſe of ſolemn faſting and humiliation 
to be loudly called for at this time. 


We are a ſinful nation, a people laden 
with iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers, children 
that are corrupters, who have forſaken the 


Lord, and gone away backward. 


There are many heinous ſins of former 


times, yet lying upon the land unrepented 
of, and unpurged; and we are more and 
more adding to the provocation, filling up 


the meaſure of our fathers, and ſerving our- 


ſelves heirs to their iniquities. A long 
courſe of general defection, and almoſt un- 


paralleled e ee, ſucceeded to very 


diſtinguiſhed reformations, and the moſt 10+ 


lemn vows; and is ſtill continued, in op- 


poſition to all warnings and means of reco- 


very. Our Covenants, national and ſolemn 
League, were ſoon publicly violated, le- 
gally condemne@F and — and are Ns 


" _—_ 
: . x a , 
s * 4 q 1 A 1 s . 


"Act. of * the Asz0ctavs Sruoß, 


2 
at 


PUBLIC FAST. | 


4 Edinburgh; the 25th day of Auguſt, 1778. A 
"HICH day and place, the Synod ta- 


grievous. ſins and provoca- 
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Nill, by the preſent conſtitution and funda- 
mental laws of the united kingdom, —and 
the public oaths. reduplicating thereupon. 
Many pernicious errors in doctrine, and 
corruptions in worſhip and church-govern- 
ment, from which we were in a great mea- 
ſure. once reformed, —have been revived 


and re:eſtabliſhed. The Hierarchy and ſu- 


perſtitions of the Church of England, are 
ſtill ſupported. The greater part of the 
people in Scotland, as well as in the neigh- 
bouring lands, are involved in the com- 


mon apoſtacy; and, as a nation, have made 


themſelves acceſſary, directly or indirectly, 
to all the guilt of overthrowing and bury- 


ing a glorious Reformation attained and 


ſworn to. Many in the preſent age are 


poiſpned by the principles of infidelity ; 


ſome are deſtroyed for lack of knowledge: 
and others are turned from the pure pro- 


feſſion of the faith, and the ſtrict practice 


of godlineſs; through various winds of er- 
ror and deluſion prevailing in theſe laſt 
days. The characters mentioned by the 
Apoſtle, that mark the perilous times which 
were to come, are common among us. 
Many are even deſtitute of the form of god- 


lineſs, while the greater part are denyin 
the power thereof. A Laodicean ſpirit of 


indifferencè about religion, and the cauſe 
of God, are growing more and more. A 
deup ſlumber has — r and both 
che 
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the fooliſh and wiſe ' virgins are aſleep. ' The 
goſpel of ſalvation is by many corrupted,— 
and is miſimproved by all. Chriſt is de- 
nied, his righteouſneſs rejected, and the 
Spirit of grace deſpitefully uſed. 5 

ln conſequence hereof, the groſſeſt immo- 
ralities, and almoſt every ſort er wickedneſs 
overflow the land like a flood ; ſuch as cur- 
ſing, ſwearing, Sabbath-breaking, perjury, 
deceit, injuſtice, covetouſneſs, moſt unna- 
tural murders ;— and alſo uncleanneſs of all 
ſorts, together with practices tending there- 
to; as the lewd diverſions of the ſtage, 4 
maſquerades, balls, promiſcuous danci | 
drunkenneſs and public revellings : Many 
of which evils, inſtead of being ſuppreſſed, ? 
are ſupported and countenanced by thoſe * 
in authority, —and in the higher ranks of 
life. It is further to be regreted, that the 
abominations of Popery appear to be in- 
creaſing and ſpreading in various places: 
And that our rulers ſeem diſpoſed to ſhew } 
too much favour to the antichriſtian inte- 
reſt, not only abroad but at home ;—parti- 

_ eularly by an act lately paſſed for repealing. 
certain penal laws againſt Papiſts, thoſe 
dangerous enemies of our religion and li- 
berties; whereby freedom is granted for 
Romiſh miſſionaries and Jeſuits: to diſſemi- 
nate their wicked principles, and ſet 17 

again their exeorable idolatries. 
Moreover, we have ſtill cauſe to mourn 
over the continued backſſidings of this na. 
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tional Church 3 who, inſtead of remember» 
ing from whence. ſhe hath fallen, that ſhe 
might repent, and do the firſt works, —is 
making her degeneracy more and more ap- 
parent. Errors are ſuffered to prevail 
without a check; tyranny and oppreſſion is 
ſtill exerciſed ; hirelings and intruders are 
intruſted with the charge of fouls, who 
feed not the flock ;—while many through 
the land tamely reſign their privileges, and 
crouch under the burden. Ignorance of 
the principles of. reformation, and oppoſi- 
tion to a faithful teſtimany,—ſtill more and 
more prevail, Divifions are increaſing ; 
and people becoming gradually more looſe, | 
unſettled and unſtable in religion. While 
New ſeparate. ſocieties. are formed and in- 
_ creaſing in the land, zeal for truth and the 
revival of Reformation is little appearing; © - ft 
but they heap to themſelves teachers, ha- ” © 
ving itching ears, Looſe latitudinarian te- 
| nets are propagated and eſpouſed by many; 
{ —rtenets tending to looſe the bands of ſerip- 
| taral unity, and to unſettle the terms of 
church-communion; inconſiſtent with the 
due exerciſe of eccleſiaſtical government 
and diſcipline, and with a ſuitable teſtimony 
againſt prevailing evils, The Teſtimony 
which this Synod are through grace main- 
| taining, is for a ſign that is ſpoken againſt; 
| Chriſt's appointed yoke is by many ac- 
counted grievous, and they ehyſe rather to 
| hearken unto and follow thoſe who offer to 


5 make 
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feſſed to adopt that teſtimony, have turned 
aſide to principles and practices oppoſite to 
the ſame, — and remain obſtinate in their 
defec tion, notwithſtanding of the various 
means uſed for reclaiming them; whereby 
the generation are more hardened, the weak 
ſtumbled, and the unwary enſnared. And 
thoſe who are kept in adherence to a wit- 
neſſing profeſſion, have a deep hand in the 
provocations of the day. Both minifters 


and people have greatly come ſhort, in 
their reſpective duties. Becaufe iniquity 


aboundeth, the love of many waxeth cold. 
Some are ſighing and going backward. 
Many are not well eſtabliſhed in the grounds 
of hens profeſſion ; many young perſons 
grow up in ignorance of it, and betray their 
| indifference and averſion to it: Others fail 
' wn adorning it, by a ſaitable practice 'and 
holy converſation. A ſpirit of -conformity 
to the world, in principle and behaviour, 
is too prevalent profeſſors. Many 
Chriſtian duties, ſuch as ſocial prayer and 
conference. are greatly negletM. Under 


ee profeſh difpenfations, 


on, and a rich 
gofpel-ordinances, — there has beer 
little fruit; but much carnality, felfiſhneſs;; 
pride, formality and unthankfulneſs: Un- 
chriſtian animoſities and contentions b 
appeared among them ; white the ſpirit that 
is peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be entreat- | 
** greatly wanting, A ſenſe of the 
1 n 


% 


Ns 


| N 

authority of eccleſiaſtical diſcipline—ſeems 
to be in a great meaſure loſt; and many 
ſcandalous offences,”that from time to time 
fall out, are continued in without repen- 


tance: While none among us have been 


duly humbled for our own ſins, or affected 
with the ſins of others. 

All theſe iniquities are much a ahvived, 
as being committed againſt great light, 
means of knowledge; many rebukes and 
mercies. Though we have been ſmitten, 
we have not grieved, —nor received cor- 
rection; and the hand of the Lord is 
ſtretched out ſtill. The aſpect of provi- 
dence is ſtill more dark and threatening, 
and rhe ſtate of public affairs becomes more 
alarming and dangerous. The ſword has 
been devouring not a few abroad; and the 
horrors of a foreign war are beginning and 
drawing nearer our coaſts: And we have 
great reaſon to fear, that an offended God 
may puniſh us yet ſeven times more for our 
fins ; and be avenged on ſuch a nation as 
this. Yet few enquire or underſtand, what 
the heat Of this great anger meaneth. A 
general ſecurity is prevailing ; and luxury, 
carnal mirth and wantonneſs, are as common 
as if no ſword was furbiſhing. Our ar- 
mies and navies are made our confidence, 
and human policy and ſtrength alone con- 
ſulted and relied in; not remembering Him 
who muſtereth the hoſts of the battle. 
15 


"Fic * above and other obvidus * 
particularly thoſe enumerated in the 7 
dicial Teſtimony, in the Acknowledgment of Sins 
prefixed to the Bond for renewing our ſo- 
lemn Covenants, and in former Acts for 
faſts emitted by this Synod ; the Synod do 
earneſtly call and beſeech all under their 
inſpection, to eſſay the exerciſe of goſpel 
repentance and humiliation, —with. faith in 
Chriſt, the propitiation for our ſins ;—and 
to ſupplicate the throne of Grace, that the 
Lord may remove all our iniquities ; heal 
our backſlidings, and avert deſerved judg- 


ments: That he would ' bleſs theſe lands, 1 


revive his work. therein; and ſtop the pro- 
greſs of error, apoſtacy and prophaneneſs : 
That he would be gracious to our Sovereign 
King GxrokGe, the Queen, the Prince of 


Wales and all the Royal Family: That he 
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would bleſs inferior magiſtrates, and great 
ones; and enable the rulers of theſe na- 

tions to be zealous for the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt, and favourers of Reformation, —fear- 


ing God, and hating covetouſneſs: That | ; 
he would direc to wiſe counſels and whole- - 


ſome meaſures, as to the management of 
public affairs in this critical time: That 
he would put a period to the war between 


Britain and the American Colonies, reſtore 


a happy and laſting peace; and prevent the 
further ſpreading of the calamities of war in 


Europe: That he wovld defeat the hoſtile 
W and eure of Popiſh foes: That we 
f | would 


authority of eccleſiaſtical diſei pline —ſeems 
to be in a great meaſure loſt; and many 
ſcandalous offences, that from time to time 


fall out, are continued in without repen- 


tance: While none among us have been 
duly humbled for our own ſins, or affected 
with the ſins of others. 

All theſe iniquities are much a ned. 
as being committed againſt great light, 
means of knowledge; many rebukes and 
mercies. Though we have been ſmitten, 
we have not grieved, —nor received cor- 
rection; and the hand of the Lord is 
ſtretched out ſtill. The aſpect of provi- 
dence is ſtill more dark and threatening, 
and the ſtate of public affairs becomes more 
alarming and dangerous. The ſword has 
been devouring. not a few abroad; and the 
Horrors of a foreign war are beginning and 
drawing nearer our coaſts: And we have 
great reaſon to fear, that an offended God 
may puniſh us yet ſeven times more for our 
fins ; and be avenged on ſuch a nation as 
this. Yet few enquire or underſtand, what 
the heat Of this great anger meaneth. A 
general ſecurity is prevailing ; and luxury, 
carnal mirth and wantonneſs, are as common 
as if no ſword was furbiſhing. Our ar- 
mies and navies are made our confidence, 
and human policy and ſtrength alone con- 
ſalted and relied in; not remembering Him 
who muſtereth the hoſts of the battle. 
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For the above u other obvidus er 
particularly thoſe enumerated in the 7. 
dicial Teſtimony, in the Acknowledgment” of Sins 
prefixed to the Bond for renewing our ſo- 
lemn Covenants, and in former Acts for 
faſts emitted by this Synod ; the: Synod, do 
earneſtly call and beſeech all under their 
inſpection, to eſſay the exerciſe of goſpel 
repentance and humiliation, —with. faith in 
Chriſt, the propitiation for our ſins; and 
to ſupplicate the throne of Grace, that the 
Lord may remove all our iniquities ; heal 
our backſlidings, and avert deſerved judg- 
ments: That he would bleſs theſe lands, 
revive his work therein; and ſtop the pro- 
greſs of error, apoſtacy and prophaneneſs: 
That he would be gracious to our Sovereign 
King GeokGe, the Queen, the Prince of 
Wales and all the Royal Family: That he 
would bleſs inferior magiſtrates, and great 
ones; and enable the rulers of theſe na- 
tions to be zealous for the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt, and favourers of Reformation, —fear- 
ing God, and hating covetoufneſs : That 
he would direct to wiſe counſels and whole- - 
ſome meaſures, as to the management of 
public affairs in this critical time: Thar 
he would put a period to the war between 


Britain and the American Colonies, reſtore 


a happy and laſting peace; and prevent the 
further ſpreading of the calamities of war in 
Europe: That he would defeat the hoſtile 


n! and attempts of Popiſh toes; That he 


would Bo 


would ſanctify the preſent threatening a 


ap- 
providence, and prepare the 


pearances of 


generation for what the decree may bring Th 


forth: That he would ſpare a remnant in eve- 
ry evil day, and bring them through the fire 
purified as ſilver: That he would promote 
reformation at home and abroad, and re- 
claim degenerate Proteſtant Churches; par- 
ticularly the backſlidiug Church of Scot- 
land, that ſhe may be called ſought out, a 
city not forſaken + That he would prevent the 
growth of Popery, particularly in Britain 
and Ireland; and fruſtrate every meaſure 
” tending to ſuch an effect: That he. would 
grant liberty and deliverance to Prote- 
ſſtants in Popiſh countries; and haſten the 
final overthrow of the Antichriſtian inte- 


reſt, through all the world: — That he 


would be gracious to this Syned, with 
inferior Judicatories ; endowing them with 
wiſdom and faithfulneſs, in the manage- 


ment of his work : That he would feed his 


2 people and bleſs his inheritance, and pluck 
up every root of bitterneſs from among 


them: That he would ſupport his cauſe 
among them, and form a race for his 


praiſe: That he would bleſs witneſſing ſe- 
minaries of learning, and fend forth up- 
right and faithful labourers into his vine- 
yard : That he would promote his work in 
America; and keep his ſervants and people 

there from ſin, ſnares and dangers: That 

he would recover ſuch as have loft their 
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way, in this day of clouds and darkneſs ; 
particularly theſe who have fallen from theipg 
witneſſing profeſſion, —convincing them offi 
their ſin, and bleſſing the cenſures inflicted 
for bringing them to repentance : That he 
would follow with his bleſſing the paſt ſeas 
ſon of ſacramental ene Pg and any 
eſſays at covenanting-work ; and dilpole 
others to their duty in this matter: That 
he would continue to be favourable in the 
ſeaſon, and crown the year with his bleſs 
ſing; making thankful for his goodneſs 
this way, and for the proſpect we yet have 
of plenty in our borders: And finally tg 
pray, that he would haſten the more mt 
nent coming of his kingdom; the overs 
throw of Mahometan deluſions: and bring 
in the Jews, with the fulneſs of che Gentile 
nations, 5 
And the 900 appoint that Wedneſday} 
the fourth day of November next, be acl 
cordingly obſerved in ſolemn faſting, hus 
miliation and prayer, by all their _ congres 
gations, and the vacant communities un- 
der their inſpection ; and that this their 
act be duly intimated by all the miniſters] 
of this Synod from their pulpits, on the 
Lord's day immediately preceding wi 
ſuitable exhortations, | 


Extracted by Ws 2 * 
James Mon 180, Swad ak 
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